
David Scott - Cutter

David’s son William Charles joined the
army. He married Emma Crysall in Canada
in 1913 and settled in Ontario after serving
with the 18th Hussars during WW1.

David Scott was the fourth
child of dyer Stephen Scott
and his wife Susan nee Webb.
He was born in Haverhill in
1852. David was employed at
Chauntry Mills where he
worked as a drabbet cutter.

David and Maria had 7 children but 4 did not
survive to adulthood.
By 1901 David and Maria had moved to Oak
Cottage, 7 Duddery Hill. (* on the map) Only their
youngest surviving child William Charles born in
1885 was still at home at this time. Clara Elizabeth
(born 1879) was working in London as a servant.
Frank Samuel (born 1882) had enlisted as a
Dragoon Guard in 1900. David and Maria were still
living at Oak Cottage in 1911.

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

1888 eye witness account:
‘It is rather amusing to notice the difference
in taste in different counties as to the colour
preferred. The Essex drabbet smocks are
of a gorgeous green; the Lincolnshire ones
are of a dull drab; but the agricultural
smock frock has almost had its day and in
the course of the next few years it will come
to be a thing for a museum instead of a
garment in actual use.’

*

On 2nd May 1874 he married Maria Coppin and they
made a home at 32 Mill Road. Maria was working in
the Mills as a Finisher. Later she found work as a
laundress.

In 1903 daughter Clara married Leonard
Ive, settling in Surrey. It is possible that
David and Maria moved to be with them. In
1925 Maria’s death was registered in
Croydon. David’s death in 1929 was also
registered in Croydon.

Fustian was a fabric woven like a close
corduroy. By cutting the loops, a finish
like velvet was obtained. A knife about a
yard long, with a blade about an inch
deep near the handle and tapering to a
very sharp point, was slid into the loops
to cut them. The fabric would be
stretched on a long table and the cutter
would walk along with their knife. A good
cutter could use a knife in each hand. Top
quality fustian would need 40 cuts per
inch, so a cutter would walk 72 miles to
cut a pair of cloths each 145 yards long
and 18" wide.


